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Human Progress

Kindergartens were a progressive 19th century
innovation to nurture children, Their success valicoted
the new ideal that all children flourish with proper
care, cultivation and conditions. These “children's
gardens” grew with the simultaneous shift to
demccrocy, dismoantling of slavery, and universal free
education.

The Rise of Public Libraries hos marked leaps in all
fields of human understanding - science, business, arts
& technology - since claoy toblets were gathered and
later destroved Iin Mesopotamia. In the 19th centuty,
industriclist, Andrew Carnegie, finonced free public
libraries all over America and farm schools were
developed In Mid-Western communities to teach
studentis through the lens of agriculture as they worked
on the land with their familles.

The Rise of Environmentalism Iindicates the recognition
of the fragliity of our natural endowment that Iinspired
feddy Roosevell 1o establish the Nationol Park System.

Growing A LIVING LIBRARY Is an evolution of these
movements to create nurtuting. stimulating, ecologicol
& sustainable resources. A LIVING LIBRARY encourages
understanding of the natural world and the dynamic
developments created by people.

GROWTH OF THE GREEN
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Now is the time to transform out
gderalict parks, schoaols,
communities and ciiies Into
healthy. ond vibrant
environments

A LIVING LIBRARY creates site &
culturally-sensitive community
leaming environments, Each
LIVING LIBRARY is established
through public paricipation
and Incorporaes the local

reseurces - human, ecological, :

eConomic, ‘nzs’oqc 3 Lo

= ‘*m-"'lcgtcol Cmd aesthetic | d 3 @ .“ !
DEecomes OJIT o‘ 'ne C ur.lr‘ula
Of the sChodl day, bullds

community and contributes o &

the renewal of resources
relationships and wildlife
habitat, Each Branch LIVING
LIBRARY will tunction as o public
rncqr,u for the local
ommunity.

BOE Anirmal Theater, The Farm, 1976
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FARMS & LIBRARIES
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A LIVING LIBRARY

15 Q hands-on leaming
connection 1o the

cycCle of life
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invesfigating and respecti

natural systems,
A LIVING LIBRARY

empowers growing ideags,
chonging ossumphons,

developing new practices
re-invigorating the

imogination
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GARDENS & PLAZAS
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A LIVING LIBRARY harmonizes natural systems with
advanced commmunications technologies,
Establishing Branch Living Libraries in diverse
locales and linking them electronically engages
people in an ongoing process of local
environmental and cultural stewardship and
transformation. A LIVING LIBRARY promotes greater
understanding between different places, people
and ecologies.

Bonnie Ora Sherk, Founder of A LIVING LIBRARY,
has been praised by Artweek "for her successful
history of fransforming physically / visually dead
spaces into animated environments." She is the
founder of The Farm, a pioneering communify
environmental, education and arts center
beneath a netwoik of freeway overpasses in San
Francisco. She has been honored exstensively for
her work as a environmental architect, artist and
educator, by medig, civic leaders

and foundations.

RIVERS & ROCKS
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Photo Montage from A Living Library for Bryant Park, New York, 1983

SEEDS & STORIES
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Pilot Project

San Francisco, Califomnia

OMI/ EXCELSIOR

LIVING LIBRARY & THINK PARK

Bonnie Ora Sherk, launched an
environmental transformation and
educational program at three
adjacent San Francisco Public
Schools (pre K - 12), situated on
about 9 acres of asphatt and
concrete, The LIVING LIBRARY offers a
fresh opportunity for teaching math,
sclence, language skills, history, art,
and community building. Drills,
shovels, maps, seeds, culverted
creeks, books, computers and
imaginafion are the tools used for
this urban educational revitalization.

LIVING LIBRARY STREETSCAPE TRANSFORMATION
Creates an outdoor i2aming environment of native plants Before

© 2001 Bonnie Ora Shork & Lite Frames, Inc.
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UNPAVING SCHOOLYARDS

Communmtieos sound (1ho country ane oeganiang 1o smprove the baeren
cotditions of ther schoelyards, By uapaving and redesipning these

OMI/ Excelsior LIVING LIBRARY
proves that schools in a bleak
urban sefting can accomplish an
iInspifing change of place and
Spirit

asphall Jots, residents are cresting outdoor classrooms that serve o
beastify 1he neighbochoods, improve the coodition of bocal matural
systenis and peomote [mvolvement I schools. By changing the
comamgRion patterns of a school, saving or croading cnengy, reducing amd
treatiog and treatig winstos on site, and opening op the ground 10 absoch
rakwater, we cam heach children eal skalls for living lightly vo the canth
In Balhoa Park, A Living Library o coondinating a plasning process o
roconnect the redessgn of the schoolvard 1o the naghbochood and s

‘A LIVING LIBRARY Is one of the
most excifing and meaningiful
education inifiatives in San
Francisco. This program
infegrates multiple ways of
learning while fm""hum} the
environment. leachers and
curriculum gevelopers benefif
Jyrmicipafing In
This project should be @
high priority for everyone
dedicated o evoling Cross-

matyiral snd cultural Bstory,

San Francisco Chronicle SATURDAY, MAY §, 2001

Lessons learned
from getting
their hands dirty
Living Library kids transform school yard, neighborhood
Adultmentofhelpsksdsbmqldetourbonsd\oolgmnds
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A LIVING LIBRARY was firs! concelved for
Bryant Park, @ beautiful public space
Dehind the New York Pubic Library, thot
nad faien INto neglect. Bonnie Sherk
proposed extending he values of 1he
Library into Gavdans of Knowledoe
omanged accarding to the Dewey
Dacimal System - ten In all. Her vision
included a Philosophy Garcen,

N o

2 Garden, Geography

Gardlan- each with symbolic plantings,

o, pubiic programs, lectures,
Interactive digital technologies-
cormaesponaing to the different subjects

Marny of the concepts proposed in A
LIVING LIBRARY have beoan incorporated
N he ravilalizaton of Bryant Park
inclucing very popular film screenings,
fashion shows & cultul events

Lo Gt iom A LIVING LSicny o Bryan! Pork

Now Yok, 19483 Proto Morioge
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"We are all part of

a LIVING LIBRARY of Diversity - people,
birds, trees, air, water and all the things
we create - parks, bulldings, art,
computers and communities. A LIVING
LIBRARY links culture and technology as
part of nature and expands our world
view, A Living Library makes our
experience of life more complete,
harmonious and joyous."
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Bonnie Ora Sherk
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POETRY & PHYSICS
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“The human potential for leaming, ‘Bonnie Sherk's visionary projects ore
creating, communicating ond tangible manifestations that ant has
experiencing is enomous. Using nature  capacity to enter public life. Her vislon
as @ medel, with the spirit of sharing, consistently has been evolutionary for

caring, and openness, we can het time reinforcing her conviction that
experience inspiration and art is the most powerful fransformational
synchroniscity. activity

...Bonnie Sherk .. Artweeak

A LIVING LIBRARY SKETCH OF
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INTERACTIVE LOCALES

Bonnie Sherk and A LIVING LIBRARY were
nominated for a Smithsonion Aword
ond are featured on the Smithsonian
innovations hitp://innovate.si.edu.
Bonnie Sherk was Named "Most
Outstanding Healing Artist” by the

Arts & Healing Network, 2001
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A LIVING LIBRARY®
project of
LIFE FRAMES®, INC., 501 ¢3 corp.

Bonnie Ora Sherk, Founder & Executive Director
Life Frames, Inc. & A Living Library

93 Mirabel, San Francisco, California 94110 (415) 206-9710

32 Cornelia Street, Suite 5C, New York, New York 10014 (212) 242-1700
www.alivinglibrary.org / bonnieora@alivinglibrary.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Cornelia Connors, Presidant
President, Connors Communications

Jay Begler, Esq., Treasurer
Partner, Buchanan Ingerscll Professional Corp.

Marc Rossell, Esq., Corporate Secretary
Partner, Shearman & Sterling

VICE PRESIDENTS: OMI/EXCELSIOR LIVING LIBRARY & THINK PARK

Jill Wynns, President, San Francisco Board of Education

John Ignacio, EdD, Former Principal, James Denman Middle School
Patricia James Gray, Principal, Balboa High School

Richard Henderson, Site Manager, San Miguel Child Development Center
Rosemary Cambra, Chair, Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe

SUPPORTERS (partial list)

Arts & Heallng Notwork Buchanan Ingersoll Professional Corp. California Center Youth Action League

Colebrating Solutions Community Impact Conngrs Communications

Eckhoff Assoclates Floorcraft Nursary Flow Fund

Friends of the Urban Forest Homeo Depot Interbrand Corp,

La Cruz Habitat Protection Project Marion Rockefollor Wober McKenzie River Partnoes

Michoacan Reforestation Project  Miranda Lux Foundation OM! f Excalslor Nelghborhood Beacon Centar
Polint Reyes Blrd Observatory Potrero Nueve Fund of the Tides Foundation  Prosidio Plant Nursery

River Of Words Ron Osterman & Associales SF Mayor's Office of Community Savelcpment
SFPUC Water Depariment SF Recreatlon & Park Deparimont SF School Volunteors

SF Unified School District Sanltary Fill Company Shearman & Steriing

Smithsonian Institution Thinker International Urban Croeks Council

Urban Treo Foundation Volunteer Center of San Franclsco

Smithsonian Computerworld Laureate, 2000, "Environment, Energy, & Agriculture”
"Most Qutstanding Healing Artist, 2001," Arts & Healing Network
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